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Step 1 - Create Associated File fields in FTDesign

Text objects of the form ##A#name#data# generate one line in the output Associated
File (suffix .af, txt format in UTF-8,) and do not print. name may be a reserved word
used for delivery or may be your own name for your own purposes, data may be
constant or taken from input data. We recommend placing Associated File fields in an
"impossible" area such as in the detail area and in color and all together.

The examples below assume operation on a single document file produced via the
Splitter.

More information on Associated File Reserved Names

Example 1: Emailing the Document using Email Address from Input Data

A client email address within the input data can be used to email a form. At run time, an
Associated File entry is created that directs the Spooler to email. The reserved name
SMTPTo (there is a MAPI equivalent) directs the spooler to email via SMTP.

To Create an Associated File Field in FTDesign:

e Choose Text from the Draw menu or click the Text button in the toolbar.

e Click and drag diagonally to add the text frame.

e Release the mouse and the Text dialog box will open.

e On the Definition tab, type the associated file command and a sample email
address in the Text box.

##A#SMTPTo#email@domain.com#

B Texi object

Definition ]Forrnat] F‘Ds'rtion] Fort ] Prirtt rules

SN =3l @domain comad

Link selaction..t Lirteall... J

Linked records:

Sample text | Field name | | Ediinl

K | Cancel Help

e Highlight the sample email address and click the Link Selection button as shown
above.

e The Link to field dialog box appears. On the field dropdown menu, select a field
name or click the Browse button to create a new field. The link field must map the
email address in the input data file.
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HEARSMTE Todemail @domain.coms

Link to field

Figld: ]B m L] _]
[~ Substitute from file Cancel

Prefi: |
Suffec | |

Mask as: 1None _v] |

e Click OK.

B Texi object

Definition ]Forrnat] Posﬂion] Fort ] Prirt rules

HAAZSMTF ToRZeemail @domain.com»3

Link sefection. .. | Lirleall:.. J

Linked records:
Sample text |_Field name
email @domain.com Email

QK Cancel Help

Example 2: Using Substitution

Top

This builds on the previous example, except in this case the client’s fax number is not in
the input data file. The client's fax number is saved (once only) in a text file where the
client number replaces “xxxxx” as part of the file name - for example Fax-xxxxx.txt
becomes Fax-TCGO1.txt . The content of the file “substitutes” into the Associated File

field at run time.

One substitution file (.txt format, stored as UTF-8) containing their fax number should
exist for each client requiring fax delivery where the file name includes their client

number (TCGO1 in the examples).

To create a substitution file:

e Open Notepad (or other text editors such as Word or PSPad).

e Type in the Associated File commands in the Notepad. In our example, the
formatted statement will be emailed to support@formtrap.com or (second example)

faxed to +61293105172.

Where substitution files contain charact__ers above hex 127 (examples: currencies ¢ £
€ ¥, symbols © ™ ®, foreign letters é O B etc. or smiley faces) substitution files
MUST be saved in UTF-8 format (Notepad > File > Save as window, Encoding

prompt, UTF-8 from the drop down list).
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support@formtrap. com

) Fax-TCGOA.txt - Notepad
File Edit Format ¥iew Help
H31293105172

e Save the file(s) into the Substitution Folder (Data folders, Add substitutions files
... from the menu bar).

e The text file name must include client identifier (e.g. include customer number in the
substitution file name). TCGO1 in this example.

This is the Associated File text object to notify FTSpooler to deliver a fax to the client.
To create a variable substitution field:

e Choose Text from the Draw menu or click the Text in tool bar.

Click and drag diagonally to add the text frame.

Release the mouse button and the Text dialog box will open.

On the Definition tab, type a sample customer number in the Text box.

B Texi object

Definition ]Forrnat] Pos'rtion] Fort ] Prirt rules

BEARW ZKFax el

Link: selection..[ Lirleall:.. J

Linked records:

Sampls text | Fisld name | . Ediinl

QK | Cancel Help

e Highlight the sample customer number and click Link Selection button.

e The Link to field dialog box will pop up. On the field dropdown menu, select the
customer number field name or click the Browse button to create a new field.

e Check the Substitute from file checkbox, Prefix is Fax- and Suffix is .txt in our
example. The full file name is then Fax-CCCNN.txt.

Note: Suffix, defining the file type, can be any file extension and is normally .txt. Neither
prefix nor suffix is mandatory.
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Field: ]E Fa Number _'j _J
V¥ Substitute from file Cancdl

Suffc [t |
et : I
e Click OK.

B Texi object

Definition ]Forrnati Posﬂion] Fort ] Prirt rules

HEATW ZKFanCCCNN 2

Lintk selaction... Lrte all.. J
Linked records: %
Sampletext _|_Field name A | FEdilink... |
CCCNN Fax Mumber
Delete link
QK Cancel J Help ]

Top

Example 3: Using Multiple Associated Fields

The Associated file may contain many fields. Furthermore, multiple identical reserved
names will either concatenate (for recipients) or subsequent same-named entries are
ignored (non-recipients). In the following example, two Associated File entries are
created.

To add both the Associated File fields:

e Choose Text from the Draw menu or click the Text in tool bar.

e Click and drag diagonally to add the text frame.

e Release the mouse button and the Text dialog box will open.

e On the Definition tab, type the associated file commands for email address and
subject line, with provision to link to data.

##A#SMTPTo#email@domain.com#
##A#Subj#Our invoice: inv-no against your PO: po-num is attached.#
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HHEARSMTP ToRemall@domain.com&
HEAHSUbEDUr inveice; inv-no against vour PO; po-no s attached 3

Linked records:
_Sample text | Field name

OK | Cancel | Help ]

e Email address is included as shown in Example 1 or 2.

B Text object

Defirtion ]Forrnat] Posﬂion] Faint ] Pririt rules]

HEARSMTP ToRwemal @domain.com»&
BAAZSubjEOur invoice; dnv-nos against your PO; spo-hoy is attached &

Link selection .. | Lk all

Linked reconds:

Sample texd | Figld name

email @domain.com Email

Mo Invoice G fete [l
pa-no PO

QK N Cancel Help

Top

Example 3: Using Multiple Associated Fields

This generates three sample entries, one each for Invoice, PO Number and Date. Refer
to Step 3 for usage.

To Create an Associated File Field in FTDesign:

e Choose Text from the Draw menu or click the Text button in the tool bar.

e Click and drag diagonally to add the text frame.

e Release the mouse and the Text dialog box will open.

e On the Definition tab, type the associated file commands for Invoice and PO
Number in the Text box.

##A#Invoice#invoice#
##A#PO Num#po-num#
##A#Date#doc-date#

15/09/2011 11:06 AM



Using Associated Files - Step 1

Disclaimer | Home | About Us | News | Products | Customers | Free Trial | Contact Us | Success Stories

6 of 6

http://www.formtrap.com/enterprise/v7.0/manuals/en/associated_file s...

HEARInVoiceHenynoeE
BEARPORsponum &
=220t R

Link selediE.._ | Lk all i

Linked records:

Sampletet | Fieldname |
irvo Invoice Number
po-num PO Number Delets (i

QK I Cancel Help

B Text object

Defirition |Fon'nat| Postior: | Font | Prirt nules |

AR InvoiceFdnv-nosH
ARAZPORepo-num » 5
AninDsteddus-dated

Link to field

Lind Figld: !E Invoice Date _'j _J
[~ Substituts from fil |
Linked rg caneel
Prefoc |
Suffic |
Mask as: IDate _'j
Input format; IYear - Month - Day ﬂ
Output format: lLanguage dependent ;'
Language: IEninsh {United States) _'_l
Format options: ICustorn _ﬂ
Custom format: Porry-mm-oo)

Copyright © 1995-2011 TCG Information Systems Pty. Ltd. All rights reserved.

e Link the fields to data as shown. doc-date shows custom masking to produce
2010-05-14 as output.
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